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NEW FACES AT "THE NATION" 
CVOICED PIECE AND INSERTS IN TAPE LIBRARY) 


THE OLDEST WEEKLY POLITICAL JOURNAL IN THE UNITED STATES, 
“THE NATION," HAS SURVIVED FOR ONE HUNDRED TWELVE YEARS, IN 
SPITE OF BEING A CONSTANT FINANCIAL DRAIN ON ITS OWNERS. 
RECENTLY, "THE NATION" WAS ACQUIRED BY A NEW GROUP OF OWNERS, 
WHO HOPE TO TURN ITS FINANCIAL FORTUNES AROUND WHILE 
CONTINUING THE MAGAZINE'S TRADITION OF LIBERALISM AND 


DISSENT. VOA'S FRED COOPER HAS THE STORY FROM NEW YORK. 


VICTOR NAVASKY LOOKS AT WHAT HE SEES AS TODAY'S TREND AWAY 

FROM SERIOUS MAGAZINE JOURNALISM AND SAYS HE HAS A RADICAL 

ASPIRATION -- TO MAINTAIN "THE NATION'S" FOCUS ON POLITICAL 
AND SOCIAL ISSUES. MISTER NAVASKY IS ONE OF THE NEW OWNERS 
AND THE NEW EDITOR OF "THE NATION." HE SAYS THE MAGAZINE'S 

FOCUS IS A MAJOR REASON FOR ITS ONE HUNDRED TWELVE YEAR 


LIFE SPAN: 


CUT ONE -- NAVASKY 


"ITS CONCERN FOR THE ISSUES. IT'S ONE OF THE FEW SERIOUS 
POLITICAL MAGAZINES THAT THE COUNTRY HAS HAD THAT HAS NOT 
BEEN, EITHER IN RECENT TIMES OR IN OTHER PERIODS OF OUR 
HISTORY, DIVERTED BY GOSSIP, PERSONALITY, CONTEMPORARY 
INTELLECTUAL FASHIONS AND TRENDS. IT'S HAD A STEADY EYE ON 
THE ISSUES. IT'S BEEN FORTUNATE IN HAVING HAD A GREAT SERIES 
OF EDITORS. I THINK ITS FOUNDING IN EIGHTEEN SIXTY-FIVE, 

AT WHICH TIME IT TOOK A VERY STRONF POSITION ON THE RIGHTS 
OF NEGRO AMERICANS AND ITS COURAGE IN DOING THAT AT THAT 
TIME, HAS CHARACTERIZED ITS HISTORY, AS WELL." 


"THE NATION'S" TRADITION OF DISSENT INCLUDES ITS OPPOSITION 
TO THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR, CRITICSM OF THE TREATY OF 
VERSAILLES AND OPPOSITION TO THE WAR IN VIETNAM, AS EARLY AS 
NINETEEN FORTY-SIX. THE MAGAZINE CLAIMS TO BE THE FIRST TO 
HAVE PUBLISHED ARTICLES BY SUCH WELL-KNOWN CRUSADERS AS 


BLACK CIVIL RIGHTS ADVOCATE JAMES BALDWIN AND CONSUMER 
ADVOCATE RALPH NADER. 
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PERHAPS BECAUSE OF THE MANY UNPOPULAR CAUSES IT HAS CHAMPIONED, 
"THE NATION" HAS NEVER BEEN A WIDELY-READ MAGAZINE. 

AT ITS PEAK, IN THE NINETEEN-FORTIES, "THE NATION'S" 
CIRCULATION ONLY REACHED FORTY THOUSAND. IT CURRENTLY SELLS 
ABOUT TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND COPIES WEEKLY. IN MORE THAN A 
CENTURY OF PUBLICATION, THE MAGAZINE HAS LOST MONEY IN ALL 


BUT TWO YEARS. 


HOWEVER, THIS FACT DOES NOT SEEM TO DISTURB ITS NEW OWNERS. 
"THE NATION'S" NEW PUBLISHER, TWENTY-SIX YEAR OLD HAMILTON 
FISH, SAYS HE BELIEVES THE MAGAZINE CAN BE AN ECONOMIC AS 


WELL AS EDITORIAL SUCCESS: 


CUT TWO -- FISH 


"IT'S MY IMPRESSION THAT NO ONE HAS EVER TRIED TO APPROACH 

THE MAGAZINE FROM A BUSINESS POINT OF VIEW. NO ONE HAS 

EVER HAD ADEQUATE FINANCING FOR THIS KIND OF A VENTURE. 

PEOPLE HAVE HISTORICALLY BEEN BENEVOLENT PATRONS WHO WERE 
CONTENT, AT A RELATIVELY LOW LEVEL OF COMMERCIAL ENERGY, TO 

PAY THE DEFICIT EACH YEAR AND TO KEEP THE MAGAZINE ALIVE 

AND THUS CONTINUE ITS VERY PROUD HERITAGE. AND I'M INTERESTED 
IN BUILDING ON THAT HERITAGE, BUT I'M ALSO INTERESTED IN MAKING 
A VIABLE BUSINESS ENTITY OUT OF THE MAGAZINE." 


MISTER FISH SAYS THE NEW OWNERS HOPE -- AS A FIRST STEP -- TO 
INCREASE THE MAGAZINE'S CIRCULATION TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND. 
BUT EDITOR NAVASKY SAYS THAT IF HE DOES HIS JOB RIGHT, 
REGULAR "NATION" READERS WILL NOT IMMEDIATELY NOTICE THERE 
HAS BEEN A CHANGE IN REGIME. HOWEVER, HE SAYS THE MAGAZINE 


WILL NOT REMAIN THE SAME: 


CUT THREE -- NAVASKY 


"I TAKE THE TRADITION OF THE MAGAZINE VERY SERIOUSLY. BUT 
OBVIOUSLY THERE ARE NEW PEOPLE THAT WE WANT TO HAVE WRITING 
FOR IT. THERE ARE SOME NEW FEATURES THAT WE'RE GOING TO 

INTRODUCE. WE'RE GOING TO BE UNAFRAID OF A MIX OF INVESTI- 
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GATIVE REPORTING AND POLITICAL PHILOSPHY. PHILOSOPHY AND 
POLITICAL THEORY ARE BAD WORNS IN THIS COUNTRY BUT WE THINK 
YOU REALLY CAN'T HAVE ONE WITHOUT THE OTHER SO THAT'S GOING 
TO BE A NEW INGREDIENT THAT WE HAVE." 

MISTER NAVASKY SAYS HE PLANS TO HARNESS THE EXPERTISE OF 
SOME OF THE HUNDREDS OF PUSLIC INTEREST, FEMINIST, CIVIL 
LIBERTIES AND ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS IN THE UNITED STATES, 

BY PUBLISHING SOME OF THEIR ON-GOING RESEARCH. DESPITE THE 
FACT THAT ITS PAY IS LOW, THE MAGAZINE ALSO HOPES TO ATTRACT 
NEW YOUNG WRITERS, BY OFFERING TO PUT MORE RESOURCES AT THEIR 
DISPOSAL. THERE ARE ALSO PLANS FOR EXPANDED CULTURAL 


COVERAGE. 


MISTER NAVASKY SAYS THE GOAL OF "THE NATION" IS SOCIAL CHANGE. 
BUT HE BRIDLES AT CHARACTERIZATIONS OF THE MAGAZINE AS 
"LIBERAL" OR "LEFT-OF-CENTER." ASKED HOW HE WOULD LIKE "THE 
NATION" TO BE DESCRIBED, MISTER NAVASKY REPLIES SIMPLY: "AS 
A MAGAZINE THAT TELLS THE TRUTH." 

# # # 


BML/RTD 


